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Evaluation of Southeast Asia Program 


1. In general, the theory behind the program is very good* 
Such a program, if properly presented, could be extremely valuable 
in the training of analysts. Such a program could and should 
supply the basic tools for a research worker in an area who has 
only a limited knowledge of the area. In my opinion, the Southeast 
Asia Area Program failed to meet its potential for the following 
reasons; 


a. Non-course reasons; 

(1) The course was given at a bad time of the clay# 

The period between 1500 and 1700, particularly during the j i 
hot summer weather, is the time of minimum mental absorption.; 
A morning class would be much better. 


(2) The room that was used was definitely not conaucive 
to concentrated stucy . The room was poorly light ;?! and 
extremely poorly ventilated (no windows). This room would : 
not be a gooa class room even in the non- summer months. 

b. Course reasons: 

(1> The time allotted to the course was too short, it ; 
doubling of the four-wees period is about the minumum 
necessary to properly cover the material. A good example 
of this was tae political History course, 
was only able to cover Indonesia and the Philippines with 
any degree of completeness. He had to skim over the rest r T 
of the area to even mention all the countries of Southeast 
Asia. 


25X1 


(2 ) Tiie arrang ;..ioat of the material was not as effective 
as it might have been. A once-a-week view of oaoh phase ivi'jb 
little planned interrelationship of the material confused i j 
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sorae ox the people aad caused a waste of time because ox the , 
number of questions raised that would have been answered j 
had there been more coordination oetween uh< leouii^is, o 
had the geographic and historical portions of tae course 
Seen scneduLd for the early weeks and the economic program 
for the latter weeks. ; « 

(3) The scope of material covered was relevant to normal | 
work problems aid would have been very effective were i« not: | 
for the reasons presented above* 

2 The staff of instructors was fairly well chosen. The class af j 
a whole felt that[ ~ presentations on culture ana religion, 

and I 


1 material on political ni story were excellent* 

J , 4- ^ K rttrcs rt n f-lll t'.dT tCSeTOil 


I the economics lecturer, seemed to have difficulty Keeping 
his material basic enough and general enough to meet the purposes oi 
the course. Had the room been filled with econo mics special ist^ 


t>ne course* nciu. r 

undoubtedly could have done a better job. rfhile[ 


•eographer, was United in time and frequently list nimseif in too 
"iany details, his talks on the demographic problems were excellent. 


3. As for lecture-discussion balance and out sic e readings, x thiiJt 
the present policies should be continued. We all benefit ted from tne 
Questions and comments of the other students. However, if the lecturers 
were from this agency, and all in the room had top clearance, more 
current problems could have been discussed. With such an _ arrangement, 
perhaps the last week or two of an eight-week course coula oe devoted 
to seminars on various current problems. 

4. As for myself I feel that I did not gain very much from the 
pro -ram. This is due, however, to the fact that I nave already ha 
some previous training in this field rather than to the inadequacy of j 
the program. There is a definite need for a well-cooruinatea training 
program of this sort that could fill the gaps in the training ox newly- 
assigned personnel* 

5. In my criticisms I have endeavored to include comments made 
by other students in the course as well as my own opinions. 
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